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What makes a
collection
‘Essential’?
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The National Archives’ Public Task

Our responsibility is

for the government record,
its past and future, its use and re-use,
authentic, available and accessible to all
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How do you become
really ‘Essential’?




The Essential Museum

“If satisfying the user’s CNilizing itie Mhasours
internalized questions Hoemam G

became the main mission
of the museum, It might

I n

then become ‘essential’. R Homens S

Elaine Heumann Gurian
The Essential Museum
2006

AThe National Archives



Archives have the power to make us think!
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Education & Outreach’s Public Task

To make people say

WOW!

Hmmmm - this isn’t what | expected...
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Five easy steps to
becoming ‘Essential’
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Step 2 — Photograph It

“Governors to arrange for
the taking of photographs
of noteworthy buildings
and scenery ... together
with individuals of various
races peculiar to the
colony.”

Right Honourable 2" Earl Granville
Secretary of State for the Colonies
1859
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Step 3 — Repeat Step 2 for 120 years to create
35,000 images from around the globe
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Step 4 — Deposit in The National Archives

‘ Signin Register W™ No items

AThe National Archives

About us Education Records Information management Archives sectar Shop online

You are here: Home = Discover our collections = Results ( Discovery help 4+ Bookmark

Online collections

EXTI -

All collections

Start new zearch advanced zearch
Refine results 1-15 of 4,228 results sorted by: ‘ Relevance [V]| = Simple view 8 Print @ Download
Colonial Office and successors: Photographic Collection

Collection

Colonial Office and successors: Photographic Collection, This series contains photographs and other
images from the Colonial Office photographic collection, MOTE: In February 2011, images from this series
relating to &frica were digitised and uploaded to the photo sharing website, Flickr, ...

O co - Colonial Cffice,
Commanwealth and Foreign
and Commonwealth Offices

(4,228) Collection: Records of the Colonial Office, Cammonwealth and Foreign and Commonwealth
; Offices, Empire Marketing Board, and related bodies
Date range: 01 January 1815 - 31 December 1926
Subject Reference: CO 1069
Subjects: International, Indian Subcontinent, Asia, &frica, Race relations

O] 1nternational (4.228)

[ Africa (3.521) Browse by higrarchy | Browse by reference

|
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Step 5 - Add to Flickr and issue a press release
www.flickr.com/photos/nationalarchives/collections/72157632921688592/

flickr:..xawcor  The Tour SignUp  Explore Upload

The National Archives UK > Collections

.A World through a lens

These images from The National
Archives have been added to Flickr so
that you can comment, tag and share
them easily.

Do you recognise anything or anyone in
the photographs and do they provoke
any personal memeories? Perhaps you
have a similar picture from your own
travels? If you do, postus alink. Letus
know of any inaccuracies in the
descriptions and help us to map the
images we don't have locations for.

26 sets 9 sets 34 sets

The CO 1069 series is a diverse
collection of images with a rich variety of
content. In many instances we know
little about the people or contents of the Australasia Canada Caribbean
photographs and this is cne of the 23 sets 12 sets 19 sets
reasons why we have published them
online and asked people to comment
and share their knowledge.

Mediterranean

2 sets
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/nationalarchives/collections/72157632921688592/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/nationalarchives/collections/72157632921688592/

Africa Through a Lens
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/africa

Africa through a lens is a set of thousands of images taken from a broader photographic collection of Foreign and
Commonwealth Office images, held at The National Archives. Starting with some incredible early photographs from
the 1860s, the images span over 100 years of African history. These images are now available, for the first time, to
view online.

Read Mare

IMAGES

We have posted a large number of the images from Africa = :
onto the photo sharing website Flickr to give you a chance “ m | ‘ J ‘ -
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http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/africa
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/africa

Mass Media coverage in February 2011
drove 750,000 views

BB News Sport Weather iPlayer ™v i More ~ Search BBC News

G M I with GEORGE ALAGIAH

151 GMT, Thursday, 10 February 2011

GMT Page last updated at 14
Meet George Alagiah

About the programme Looking at Africa's colonial past through a lens
How to watch

MOST POPULAR VIDEO/AUDIO

Have your say

Prince Charles
presents the

RELATED SITES

weather
» News
» Sport Camilla turns BBC
» Weather weather presenter

» BBC World News
Illegal 'horse race’
footage uploaded

; \Gi Lawnmower
ENNI ORME madness - it's Odd

ational Archive Box

New 9/11 video
released

Thousands of antique photographs taken by British colonial staff stationed in
Africa - have been digitised by the National Archives and put online.
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fIiCkrd ou aren’t zigned in -~ Signin Help
from WAEIOO]

Home The Tour Sign Up Explore Upload Search

The Mational Archives UK = Collections = Affica Through 3 Lens

A Tanzania
Thumbnails = Detail - Map 5 comments

Comments on this set

nickjewitt says:

| B |
This shauld properly be entitled Tanganyika, as Tanzania
was formed hy the Union of Tanganyika with Zanzibar (and
adjacent islands) after independence.
Posted 12 monthe ago. ( permalink
Chuikhali says:

| B |
Mast of the photos are before Indipendence
And soon afterindipendence of Tanganyika
In December,1961.1al then Tanganyika was
Lovely but soon Myerere first president
Ofthe country adopted wrang relations at the
Wrong time with China and maostly 3/4of countries
Private properties were naticnalised foreign exg
Was stopped and importation totally stopped.
This brought the country to its knees and
Feaple had nothing but dust to lick.
Today its ok
Posted 12 monthe ago. ( permalink

) - Chuikhali says:

| B |
Having adopted wrong palicies Tanganyika
Gained nothing but destruction.
Posted 12 monthe ago. ( permalink

o PigaPichai says:

This certainly is atricky one. Indeed the photos in the
collection are mainly from the era when the country was
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WELCOME

Love in the Time of Chasmosaurs is all
about dinosaur science and pop culture
Direct criticisms. compliments
questions. and fruit baskets to
chasmosaurs(atjgmail{dotjcom

Follow us on Twitter, where David tweets

THE BONEYARD BLOG
CARNIVAL

Submit your posts to the Boneyard. a
blog carnival focused on paleontology!
Visit the carnival's official site to learn
more

YOUR AUTHORS

David Orr

Marc Vincent

THURSDAY, APRIL 28, 2011

Dinosaurs in a Trash Heap

Earlier this year. The National Archives UK released a collection of photographs as part of a project called Africa
Through a Lens. Originally held by the Colonial Office. a government agency that handled the affairs of British
colonial territories, they document a hundred years of British involvement on the continent. The photos have also
been shared at Flickr. The sets are organized by country. and in the Lesotho set. | found this 1955 photo
depicting an excavation in Triassic rocks in a village called Mahputseng

Excavating Dinosauwr Remains Maj;‘wtsmﬂ

|
|
:
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Does a million views
on Flickr really make
you ‘Essential’?




flickr:. oo

Home The Tour Sign Up Explore Upload

The Mational Archives UK = Collections = Africa Through a L ens

A Kenya
Thumbnails = Detail = Map 1 comment

Comments on this set

PigaPicha1 says:

Mow that yvau have guite rightly remaoved the Ulganda Railway
phota collection from Uganda and placed them in the Kenya
section (the land through which the railway traverses) you
might be good enough to remave the German East Africa
Warld War | campaign from the Kenya collection to the
Tanzania collection. German East Africa hecame the League
of Mations mandated Tanganyika Territory under British rule
following the end of WA, The country was made
independent under the name of Tanganyika later adopting
the name Tanzania which is still the current name. Thanks.
Posted 12 months ago. { permalink

Would you like to comment?

|
t’:ﬂ ] Sign up for a free account, or sign in (if youre already a member).
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Caribbean Through a Lens
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/caribbean

You are here: Home > Exhibitions = Caribbean through a lens - explored!

Caribbean through a lens
- explored!

The National Archives has been working with community groups to share and explore our
collection of Caribbean images. The National Archives’ collection of Caribbean images are
drawn from the Ministry of Information (INF 10) and the Foreign and Commonwealth Office (CO
1069) and span over 100 years of history.

In partnership with community groups and heritage partners, people have used the collection
to inspire exhibitions, reminiscence sessions, workshops and poetry. Some of the projects are
featured below. For more information, please contact us.

Please take a look and share your comments via Flickr.

Photographic memories in Leeds » St Mungo“’s exhibitions: 'A woman’s

view' »
Bl eanlore the ‘picture

>
‘The sky is.the'limit, now we
Nave our wings.’

iel, Cuming

We want to hear from you! Send
us your feedback on Caribbean
through a lens

Creative interpretations

Read a selection of poetry inspired by our
collection of Caribbean images

Zﬂ'g_f Poetry/Spoken Words

SNINET L S SRS
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http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/caribbean
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/caribbean

‘A Characteristic Group’
Bahamas, Nassau 1890
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Georgetown Riots
‘Procession of people demonstrating in High Street,
Georgetown’.
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flickr:.. oo The Tour SignUp  Explore Upload Find photos, people, or groups Q signir

v Favorite  Actions v Share ~ «Prev @ Next -

A By The National Archives UK

~ Mo real name given  + Add Contact

This photo nonJuly 19, 2012 in
Brighton, Bridgetown, Saint Michael, BB

b=}

Y
Il 427 views & 1 favorite C2 1 comment

This photo belongs to

» The National Archives UK's...

This photo also appears in

Barbados (=«

—
S |

=]

Comments and faves

0 -
seale2012 g
B R e picture are Dr. Malcamb Proverbs, ChiefVeterinary Officer and Allan Seale, Chief
= Livestock Officer for Barbados. Location Central Livestock Station, The Pine, St. Michagl,
Barbados,
CO 1069-251-11 w
Description: Central Livestock Station. A peasant farmer receives advice from the veterinary officers at ’
the Central Livestock Station. Privacy

I aratinn® Rarhadne = T
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Objects of the Project

Promote wide community
engagement

Prioritise outreach
techniques

Empower community-led re-
use of images

Inform future outreach
practice

29
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Caribbean through a lens — at a glance

An 18 month User
Participation project
working in community
50 partnerships created,
34 outputs from around
the country

Events at High

Commissions, museums,

libraries, community
centres, schools,

charities, homeless
shelter and a prison

ND= ¢

CELEBRATEM:

%\/UERY GENERATION MEDIAS lOTN‘LBP‘THDAY \/\/ITH
N K (
ON SUNDAY 4 NO\/EMBER lOAM TO 6PM

THE S0TH ANNIVERSARY OF
3R TRNIAD AND JAMAICY

THE STORIES \/\/E KNOW

THE HISTORIES WE'VE DUG FOR

THE CENERATIONS WE'VE LEARNT FROM.
THE HEROES AND HEROINES WE APPLAUD.

EGE S.CO.UK Vo r
WWW.EVERYGENERATION.CO.UK OBE, founder of Exe

P‘&D/ @ e x |orAl AThe National Archives
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Caribbean Through a Lens
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/caribbean

You are here: Home > Exhibitions = Caribbean through a lens - explored!

Caribbean through a lens
- explored!

The National Archives has been working with community groups to share and explore our
collection of Caribbean images. The National Archives’ collection of Caribbean images are
drawn from the Ministry of Information (INF 10) and the Foreign and Commonwealth Office (CO
1069) and span over 100 years of history.

In partnership with community groups and heritage partners, people have used the collection
to inspire exhibitions, reminiscence sessions, workshops and poetry. Some of the projects are
featured below. For more information, please contact us.

Please take a look and share your comments via Flickr.

Photographic memories in Leeds » St Mungo“’s exhibitions: 'A woman’s

view' »
Bl eanlore the ‘picture

>
‘The sky is.the'limit, now we
Nave our wings.’

iel, Cuming

We want to hear from you! Send
us your feedback on Caribbean
through a lens

Creative interpretations

Read a selection of poetry inspired by our
collection of Caribbean images

Zﬂ'g_f Poetry/Spoken Words

SNINET L S SRS
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http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/caribbean
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/caribbean

St Mungo’s — Homeless Women’s Group

Search ®

StMungo’s

Opening doors for homeless people

Homeless

Martters

Help us improve the lives %
of homeless people = Caribbean through a lens: a woman'’s

view

Become a fan on
By Gemma Hollingshead Facebook

February 28, 2013 :: 4.31pm

! ‘ Follow us on Twitter

Post entries feed

Enewsletter sign up =

Sign up to our
Enewsletter

Listen to our latest

podcast =

St Mungo's very own Chief
Erxecutlve Charles Fraser, ke One person likes this. Sign Up to see what
discusses homelessness both your friends like.

past and present and his time

32

AThe National Archives



Kingsway Project — Community Exhibition

‘A The National Archives

This 1s a Community Parins
Archives and Kingsway

- images from 1860's thal §

Caribbean history.
At Handsworth

There will be 8 community engagement session with
stories and songs from the Canbbean on =~
21st Feb 13, Tpm— 2pm at Handsworth Library.
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Cuming Museum - Intergenerational Project

A The National Archives


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bYD6rqY0wXM

Haringey Project - Inspiring Caribbean Memories

A The National Archives


http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=7quFmfmhn5M

Impact of the project

Immediate Impact

* 65,000 + visitors to community
curated exhibitions

e 49,300 Flickr views

« 3,500 + people in local and
regional workshops

Long Term Impact?
« Evaluation underway
« Will there be a Domino Effect?

 |Is this a step towards the
Essential Archive?
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The Essential Museum

“If satisfying the user’s CNilizing itie Mhasours
internalized questions Hoemam G

became the main mission
of the museum, It might

I n

then become ‘essential’. R Homens S

Elaine Heumann Gurian
The Essential Museum
2006

- AThe National Archives



A step towards the Essential Archive?

~

“We’ve never been
treated so nicely In

such a big building”

“Any more things
happening here?”

38
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Andrew Payne
Head of Education
The National Archives

andrew.payne@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
020 8392 5319
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education
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